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merit of health, by any person holding a permit issued under authority contained in 
these regulations, shall be deemed sufficient cause for the revocation of such permit 
by the director of health or his duly authorized representative. 

Regulation 5. — The regulations contained in Chapter VII of the State Sanitary 
Code shall take effect on the 4th day of September, 1917. 



THE NOTIFIABLE DISEASES. 
PREVALENCE DURING 1916 IN STATES. 

ANTHRAX, DIPHTHERIA, DENGUE, MALARIA, MEASLES, MENINGITIS, POLIOMYELITIS, 
RABIES IN MAN, ROCKY MOUNTAIN SPOTTED FEVER, SCARLET FEVER, SEPTIC SORE 
THROAT, SMALLPOX, TUBERCULOSIS (PULMONARY), TUBERCULOSIS (ALL FORMS), 
TYPHOID FEVER, AND TYPHUS FEVER— CASES AND DEATHS REPORTED, INDICATED 
CASE RATES PER 1,008 POPULATION, INDICATED FATALITY RATES PER 100 CASES, 
AND INDICATED MORTALITY HATES OF DIPHTHERIA, MEASLES, SCARLET FEVER, 
TUBERCULOSIS (PULMONARY), TUBERCULOSIS (ALL FORMS), AND TYPHOID FEVER, 
PER 1,000 POPULATION. 

Pursuant to the practice that has been carried out for a number of 
years schedules were sent on January 15, 1917, to the health officers 
of the several States. The data of the prevalence of disease con- 
tained in the following tables have been compiled from the schedules 
returned by the several State health officers and registrars. While 
not all of the States returned the schedules, the failure to do so was 
perhaps in all instances due to the fact that the necessary data were 
not available. 

The absence of figures in the "deaths" column in the tahles may 
mean that no deaths occurred or that the data as to deaths were not 
famished by the State authorities having jurisdiction. 

The populations used in computing the case rates were those esti- 
mated by the Bureau of the Census as of July 1, 1916. 

It will be noted that some of the States are apparently more suc- 
cessful in obtaining reports of the occurrence of the notifiable diseases 
than are others. This may be due to the greater activity of their 
health departments or to a more intelligent interest in the public- 
welfare on the part of their practicing physicians. The effective 
grasp of the control of disease possessed by the health departments 
in certain States is indicated in a number of instances by the large 
numbers of cases reported as compared with the numbc>rs of deaths 
registered from the same causes. 

The manner of collecting data of the prevalence of disease in 
Mississippi and Virginia differs, from that employed in the other 
States, and the results, though included in the tables which follow, 
can not be considered as strictly comparable with those of the other 
States. This difference is brought out, for example, by the large 
number of cases of malaria reported in Mississippi and Virginia. 
Malaria is probably no more prevalent in these States than it is in 
Louisiana and South Carolina. In Mississippi the regulations specify 
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that physicians shall report to the county health officer on the first 
day of each month the number of cases of the notifiable diseases 
which occurred in their practices during the preceding month. In 
Virginia the reports are made in the same way. Presumably these 
reports are made out in many instances by the physicians from 
memory and not from case records. In Mississippi the regulations 
specify that physicians shall also report to the county health officers 
within 24 hours cases of diphtheria, epidemic cerebrospinal menin- 
gitis, acute poliomyelitis, rabies, smallpox, and typhoid fever. 
These immediate reports are in addition to the monthly reports. 
Tuberculosis is required by law to be reported within seven days to the 
State board of health and ophthalmia neonatorum within six hours to 
the local health officers. The records of these diseases in Mississippi 
are probably, therefore, comparable with data for the other States. 

In relation to Eocky Mountain spotted fever, a special survey was 
made by Surg. Fricks, who reported cases, located by States, during 
the calendar year 1916 as follows: California 11, Colorado 5, Idaho 
151, Montana 19, Nevada 20, Oregon 26, Utah 29, Washington 3, 
and Wyoming 26, making a total of 290 ' cases in the far Western and 
Northwestern States. 

The tables 2 contain data furnished by and relating to the following 
States: 



Alabama. 


Louisiana. 


Ohio. 


Arizona. 


Maine. 


Oregon. 


California. 


Maryland. 


Pennsylvania. 


Colorado. 


Massachusetts. 


Rhode Island. 


Connecticut. 


Michigan. 


South Carolina 


District of Columbia. 


Minnesota. 


Vermont. 


Hawaii . 


Mississippi. 


Virginia. 


Indiana. 


Montana. 


Washington. 


Iowa. 


New Jersey. 


Wisconsin. 


Kansas. 


New York. 

DENGUE. 


Wyoming. 



A case of dengue was reported during the year in Arizona, 5 cases 
were reported in Hawaii, and 969 cases in Texas. The Texas out- 
break occurred during the last five months of the year, reaching its 
maximum during September. 

1 The cases reported in the schedules of the States will be found in the table on page 1519. 

2 In studying these tables it should be kept in mind that a relatively large number of reported cases of 
a communicable disease, as indicated by a high case rate (and more especially when accompanied by a 
relatively small number of deaths, as indicated by a low fatality rate), usually means that the health depart- 
ment of that State is active and that the cases of the disease are being properly reported by the practicing 
physicians. It does not necessarily mean that the disease is more prevalent in that State than in other 
States. A high fatality rate may mean that the disease was unusually virulent in a State, that the physi- 
cians did not treat the disease in that State with the success usual elsewhere, or that the practicing physi- 
cians did not report all of their cases. On the other hand, an unusually low fatality rate may be due to 
the fact that the disease in the State was unusually mild, that the physicians treated it with unusual suc- 
cess, that the practicing physicians reported their cases satisfactorily, or that the registration of de«th 
was incomplete, or the assignment of the causes of death inaccurate. 
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